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AN ASC~NT OF EYRIK'S JOKULL 

CELAND affords the mountaineer many and varied tasks, even though 
these cannot as a rule be called difficult. The markedly volcanic 
nature of the country, however, makes progress through it none 

too easy. For example, one may often encounter sheer basalt walls, 
which can nevertheles3 be skirted or negotiated through clefts or 
other passages due to rock-falls. 

The mountain formations that are most characteristic of Iceland and 
perhaps most interesting for mountaineers are· the 'Jokull mountains,' 
of which there are about a dozen of different sizes in the island. The 
largest of these may be regarded as scattered remnants from pre
historic inland ice. They consist of more or less plateau-shaped 
mountains or mountain massifs crowned by ice-caps, from which 
glaciers flow down to the mountain foot. The largest of these inland 
ice areas is Vatna-Jokull, which is equal in size to the island of Gotland, 
and was crossed on the first occasion in recent times by the Englishman, 
W. L. Watts, in 1875. 

During a visit to Iceland in the summer of 1935 I climbed a number 
of mountains, as I wished to make a somewhat closer study of them. 
~or this purpose I had fixed in particular on Eyrik's Jokull, which is 
the highest mountain in the west of Iceland, rising to a height of 
5400 ft. It is fairly accessible from Reykjavik, but it is not reached 
without a certain amount of difficulty. 

For my own part I approached it from the N., where I had climbed 
the peaks of the Kerling massif. Travelling by motor car, one pro
ceeds along roads that are exceedingly primitive in parts to Husafell 
farm, which lies about 20 miles W. of the mountain. From there the 
journey must be continued on horseback. On the occasion of my 
visit the weather was rainy and misty, but on the morning of August 19, 
1935, I set off with an Iceland guide and a boy to look after the horses. 
The first part of the ride is through country that is unusually well
wooded for Iceland, which for the most part is bare and barren, until 
the last farm in that direction, called Kalmanstunga, is reached. This 
stretch affords opportunities of making the acquaintance of and fording 
the well-known turbulent Iceland rivers, which the horses negotiate 
with extraordinary skill. From Kalmanstunga the path runs along 
steep valley slopes and finally passes wide lava fields, before the foot 
of Eyrik' s J okull is reached. 'The horses have to be led across these 
lava fields to avoid the risk of broken legs. They were left close to 
and W. of the mountain, on a verdant pasturage by the shore of a small 
lake in charge of the boy. 

As a matter of fact it is the journey to Eyrik' s J okull that alone 
presents any difficulty, for the actual climb is very easy. One makes 
one's way over steep and stony ridges up on to a wide plateau about 
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3 ooo ft. high, and the climb is then continued on the other side of this 
plateau, which soon touches the edge of an ice calotte, covered with 
snow all the year round. This ice calotte rises to its highest plateau in 
the shape of a gentle mound, like an upturned saucer. The snow was 
loose, and one sank ankle-deep in it. The walk to the top, about 4 or 
5 miles, is rather heavy going. No crevasses in the snowfield could 
be observed. 

The weather cleared up as our climb proceeded, and from the top 
plateau there was an extremely beautiful and extensive prospect in all 
directions. The sea can be seen to the north, west and south. Imme
diately to the east rises the impressive crocodile-backed stretch of 
Lang-J okull, extending for so miles, from which numerous glaciers 
flow gently down into the surrounding valleys. For the rest, the whole 
of the west of Iceland lies spread out before the eyes of the observer 
like a relief map. 

During the descent the bad weather assumed its sway again and grew 
worse the further we proceeded, but the light effects over the plutonic 
landscape were most remarkable and, to some extent, made up for the 
unpleasantness of the ride through the rain-soaked lava fields. We 
were obliged to stay the night at Kalmanstunga and did not get back 
to Husafell until the following morning. 

H. N. PALLIN • 
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